
 September 14, 2025 

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 

 

A GOSPEL THOUGHT:  Out here, 
you lift things every day—hay 
bales, feed sacks, even neighbors 
in hard times. But the lifting Jesus 
speaks of is different. On the 
Cross, He was lifted up not in 
strength, but in sacrifice. He bore 
the weight of our sin, our struggles, 
our pain. The Cross reminds us 
that love often looks like hard work 
and quiet endurance. When life 
gets heavy—family burdens, health 
worries, or financial stress—look to 
the Cross and remember: Jesus 
knows what it means to carry the 
weight. And in lifting it, He lifted us. 
Out here, we respect those who 
shoulder the load. Jesus did that 
for all of us. And He still does. 

  -Fr. Bill 

COLLECTION: Thank you for your 
gifts to our parish. The collection for 
last weekend was General Collection 
was $2,314, included Capital 
Campaign $50, Utilities $20, $2,000 for 
Gaza and $138 for Catholic University. 
Online donations were unavailable. 
Thank you for your generosity!  

YOUTH GROUP: To all our high 
school kids: we will be starting up 
youth group again this fall with a 
bonfire at Heim lake. This will be on 
September 14th from 6-8pm. Food will 
be provided. We hope to see you there 
and kick off this year diving into what it 
means to be a son or daughter of 
Christ. For information email Thomas 
Rziha: trziha29@gmail.com or parents 
may call him at: 913-202-8412. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Daisy Carol 

Walton, daughter of Caleb and 

Maggie, who was Baptized into Christ 

on September 6th, at St. Joseph of the 

Valley Church.  Godparents are 

Matthew Schwartz and Alyson Heim. 

WOMEN’S SCRIPTURE STUDY: Join 
the women’s Scripture study group this 
fall as we study The Kingdom of God - 
The Essential Message of Jesus. 
Study guides cost $10. We meet 
Wednesday evenings (Sept. 17 & 24 
and Oct. 1) at 6pm in the St Lawrence 
Hall in Easton. Contact Jenny Brewster 
(Jenny.brewster1@gmail.com) for 
more information or to reserve a study 
guide. 

NEW YEAR’S BIG CEDAR LODGE 
GETAWAY!  Enjoy a 3-night stay Dec 
30, 2025 – Jan 2, 2026, in a 2-
bedroom lodge at Table Rock Lake. 
Sleeps 8, full kitchen, 2 baths, jet tub, 
fireplace, and more! Tickets: 1 for $10 
or 3 for $25. Buy after weekend 
Masses or contact Deb (913-683-
2530), Sharon (913-683-4495), or 
Jenny (913-680-8239). Drawing: Nov 
22 at Fall Fest. Donated by Mark & 
Amy (Gates) Begley. Questions? Call 
Amy at (913-426-2662). 

ST. THÉRÈSE:  THE LITTLE WAY 
RETREAT will be held at Christ’s 
Peace House of Prayer. Friday, 
September 19th at 5:30pm – Sunday, 
September 21st at 4:30pm.  Step into 
the heart of St. Thérèse of Lisieux’s 
spiritual path in this retreat. During this 
retreat, we will explore St. Thérèse’s 
deep spirituality, focusing on her 
childlike trust in God, her surrender to 
His will, and her commitment to love 
others through small acts of kindness. 
You’ll learn how to embrace the “Little 
Way” and transform ordinary moments 
into opportunities for deep spiritual 
growth. This retreat will inspire you to 
walk in the footsteps of one of the 
Church’s most beloved saints. To 
attend, fill out the Individual Retreat 
Form at ChristsPeace.com or call 
913.773.8255. 

OCTOBERFEST WITH THE KNIGHTS 
OF COLUMBUS! Join us Saturday, 
September 27 from 6–8 PM at St. 
Joseph of the Valley in rural 
Leavenworth, Kansas, for a festive 
evening of food, fun, and fellowship. 
Savor authentic German cuisine—
bratwurst, pork loin sandwiches, 
spaetzle, sauerkraut, and more—plus 
delicious desserts, drinks, and a variety 
of beer! Enjoy games, contests, and 
good company under the fall 
sky. “Essen, Trinken und 
Fröhlichsein!” (Eat, drink, and be 
merry!) 

23rd Annual St. Joseph 
GERMANFEST:  Please join us 
October 4 at St. Joseph Church on 
Broadway, Leavenworth.  Mass at 4 
pm, Traditional German Meal 5-7:30 
pm, Adults $14, Kids $5.  Raffle. 

THE WAY OF A PILGRIM: A SILENT 
WALKING RETREAT will be held at 
Christ’s Peace House of Prayer. 
Friday, October 17th at 5:30pm – 
Sunday, October 19th at 4:30pm. 
Step into the ancient tradition of 
Russian spirituality with this silent 
retreat inspired by The Way of the 
Pilgrim and the powerful Jesus Prayer. 
During this weekend retreat, 
retreatants will engage in a walking 
pilgrimage, practicing the Jesus Prayer 
as they move in silence through nature, 
bringing body and soul into harmony. 
This ancient method of prayer and 
meditation is designed to help you 
cultivate a constant awareness of 
God’s presence and grace. By 
immersing yourself in this sacred 
journey, you will learn to integrate the 
Jesus Prayer into your daily life, 
experiencing the power of constant 
prayer. Join us for a weekend of deep 
spiritual renewal as we walk the path of 
the pilgrim, seeking God’s mercy and 
peace. To attend, fill out the Individual 
Retreat Form at ChristsPeace.com or 

call 913.773.8255. 

NUPTIAL CHARITY RETREAT, 
Yoked Together in Christ:  The 
Benedictine College Center for Family 
Life invites all married couples in the 
Archdiocese to a one-day marriage 
retreat on Saturday, October 18, from 
8:30am to 5:00pm.  Cost is $75 per 
couple, lunch included. For more 
information and to register, go to: 
Nuptial Charity Retreat | Benedictine 
College. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE 
MARILLAC CENTER - Register Now 
at https://www.scls.org/summer-
renewal 

  Letting Mary Matter: Lessons in 
Compassion and Contemplation: 
October 9, 9:00-2:00 pm.  As we 
approach the Feast of Our Lady of 
Lourdes, join us as we reflect on Mary, 
the Mother of Jesus with renewed 
energy and refreshed perspectives. 
We’ll focus on the mysteries of Mary’s 
life journey and how they continue to 
nourish us. 

  Fall Retreat 2025 The Genius of 
Jesus, The World of Women. October 
13 – 18, Ross Chapel. The gospel is 
good news for women. Let’s explore 
Jesus’ welcome with daring 
imagination.  A hint from Scripture is all 
imagination needs to start an 



adventure. We will use the midrash 
technique to discover intriguing women 
hidden between the lines of the 
gospels. Who knows whether 
Zacchaeus had a daughter or 
Bartimaeus a wife? When there’s no 
definite answer, imagine away! 

  How to engage the women with whom 
we minister?  Let’s look to Jesus, who 
lifted women’s relationships, changes, 
joys and daily drudgery into a glimpse 
of God’s reign.  His welcome to women 
broke the taboos of his day – and 
continues to us today.  Let’s explore 
and model his inclusivity. 

PRAYER REQUESTS. From time-to-
time special needs arise in one’s life: 
personal or family crisis, illness, death 
of a loved one. One prays, of course, 
but our petitions are more powerful 
when we lift up our prayers together. 
The members of our parish prayer 
team take time to pray every day for 
people’s prayer requests. If you are in 
need of prayer, please go to 
SJSLparish.org, and click on the 
“Prayer Requests” tab to submit your 
petition. Your request is very soon 
forwarded to the prayer team who will 
begin that day to pray for your 
intentions. 

CATHOLIC Q&A: 
Q.  Does God punish us? 

The Bible shows that, over time, 
people grew in their understanding of 
God—especially in the Old Testament. 
Early on, many believed that tragedies 
were God’s punishment on everyone, 
even the innocent, because guilt or 
holiness was seen as shared by the 
whole tribe. The prophet Ezekiel taught 
us that God judges each person 
individually and that we are each 
responsible for our own choices. 

At the same time, Scripture reveals the 
reality of social sin—when patterns of 
injustice, greed, or immorality become 
embedded in a culture and are 
perpetuated over time, often with tragic 
results. These do not come from God 
but from human choices. All sin brings 
suffering—not necessarily as direct 

punishment from God, but as a natural 
consequence of turning away from His 
will. 

Yet through it all, God remains a loving 
Father, always calling us back to 
repentance and healing. We should 
endeavor to make ourselves — and 
our culture — more moral and 
righteous. 

BULLETIN ITEMS: Contact Kim Sachse, 
913-775-0690 Or Email 
Sjslparish@Gmail.com. Mass intentions 
may be scheduled with Kim as well.   MUST 
SUBMIT BY 9 pm TUES FOR INCLUSION.  

PRAYER LIST: If you would like to have a 
name added or removed from our prayer list, 
please contact Kim Sachse. Our Parish Prayer 
Ministers invite you to join them in praying for 
the following:  Karen Andrus, Phil Bell, Vicki 
Bradford, Gretchen Brewster, Steve Bromell, 
Joe Brose, Judy Brose, Dave Brown, Delcie & 
Charles Brunk, Jennifer Brushwood, Carl 
Davidson, Courtney Davis, George Dean, 
Carolyn DeMaranville, Gail DeMaranville-Zule, 
Dorian DeVlaminck, Wayne Domann, Vince 
Eimer, Tina Farr, Tom Flack, Helen Frazier, 
Glen Goodland, Alan Halstead, Henry 
Hancock, Robert Hecke, Marly Heim, Melanie 
Herken, Jon Highfill, Trista Highfill, Alison Ito, 
Michael Jones, Tyonna Jones, Phillip Leon, 
Megan List, Kelly Long, Joyce Lowe, Shauna 
Marshall, Juanita McDermont, Mary Meinert, 
Jeni Mettelstedt, Karl Morrison, Charles 
Mullins, Don Navinsky, Leslie Navinsky, Hung 
Nguyen, Lonnie Dean Phillips Jr., Mary Piche, 
Betty Pierron, Julieta Puig, Danny Roemer, 
Kim Sachse, Jesse Salinas, Mary Beth 
Schrader, Pat Schwinn, Mary Shelley, Tanner 
Siebenmorgen, Dawn Staver, Chrissy Stewart, 
Matt Stewart, Mary Lee Sullivan, Hugh Talley, 
David Uhlrich, Vickie Welch, Pat Wilson, and 
David Zule. 

PRAYER LIST FOR OUR SOLDIERS: ARMY: 
PFC Tristen Baker, CPT Daniel Broaddus, Pvt. 
David Crook, SGT Colby Seifert, William 
Stradley. AIRFORCE: E-4 Robert W. Herken, 
TSGT A Scott Loecher, A1C Noah Tattershall. 
NAVY:  Dennis Budasz Jr., Sterling Curry, 
YNSC (SS) Kevin Lansing. MARINE CORPS: 
Drake Budasz, Wyatt DeMaranville. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASSES THIS WEEK: 

Sat, Sept. 13, 5:00 pm, SJV 

  For the People of the Parish  

Sun, Sept. 14, 9:00 am, SJV 

  Jacqueline Howard  

Tues, Sept. 16, 6:00 pm, SJV 

   For the Intention of the Celebrant 

Thurs, Sept. 18, 6:00 pm, SJV 

  For the Intention of the Celebrant 

Sat, Sept. 20, 5:00 pm, SJV 

  For the People of the Parish  

Sun, Sept. 21, 9:00 am, SJV 

  Jim Heintzelman  
 

 Reader: Extraordinary 

Minister of Holy 

Communion: 

9/13/25 Rita Herken Diane Pohl 

09/14/25 Ted Staver Ted Staver 

09/20/25 Aaron Welch Aaron Welch 

09/21/25 John Johnston Sharon Wagner 

OUR SUNDAY FUNNY: 

 



 


