
November 30, 2025 
First Sunday of Advent 

 

ADVENT means “coming.” This joyful 
season invites us to prepare our hearts 
for the birth of Jesus—but it also points 
us forward. Our waiting for Christmas 
symbolizes our waiting for Christ’s 
return at the end of time.  

Today, Isaiah gives us a beautiful 
vision: nations streaming to the 
mountain of the Lord, swords turned 
into plowshares, and people walking in 
God’s peace. Advent begins by 
reminding us of the world God 
intends—a world renewed and healed. 

Saint Paul urges us to be ready for that 
future. “It is the hour now for you to 
awake from sleep.” He means spiritual 
sleep—the kind that dulls our prayer, 
weakens our faith, or drains our hope. 
Advent calls us to wake up because 
God is at work.  

And in the Gospel, Jesus tells us 
clearly: “Stay awake.” Not with fear, 
but with readiness and trust. Christ’s 
coming—at Christmas and at the end of 
time—is something we should long for. 

How do we stay awake? 

Clean house — Go to confession and 
let grace restore you. Welcome others 
— Be patient, attentive, and kind. Walk 
in the light — Let God’s peace guide 
your choices. Wait with hope — 
Expect God ’s surprises with joy. 

Let’s prepare well, so that when Jesus 
comes—however He comes—He finds 
a warm and ready place in our hearts. 
Let every heart prepare Him room! 

Father Bill 

ADVENT WREATH PRAYER: An 
ancient custom used to mark these 
weeks before Christmas is the Advent 

Wreath, and I encouraged to have one 
at home. 

The Advent Wreath itself is very 
symbolic: the circle of evergreen 
represents God's everlasting love, 
which has no beginning or end. Green 
is the traditional color for hope –– the 
hope that comes into the world with the 
birth of our Savior. The candles are 
symbols of Jesus, the Light of the 
world. 

Here is a prayer you may use when 
lighting the first Advent Wreath Candle 
this week: Almighty God, / as we 
begin Advent, we ask You to 
continue the work of our salvation 
begun in Your Son, Jesus. / Let Your 
blessing come upon us as we light 
the candle on this wreath. / Turn our 
hearts to You. / Prepare us to 
welcome Your Son, Jesus, / Who is 
our Savior and Lord, / forever and 
ever. Amen. 

THANK YOU to all who did so much to 
make the Fall Fest a success. Many 
cooked, baked, chopped, set up tables, 
cleaned up and ran the kitchen area 
and managed the bingo games 
too.  Thank you to those who donated 
hamburger and soupbones. It takes 
many to make a fundraiser a success. 
Thanks to all who sold so many raffle 
tickets too.  
 

Congratulations to the winners of the 
prizes:  
Big Cedar Holiday Weekend - Tom 
Pineau 
$1,000 - Rhonda Berry 
$750 - Glen Coffey 
$500 - Winchester Meat Processing 
(Ed & Angie Noll) 
$250 - Tim Herken 
$100 - Dennis Crook 

CELEBRATE OUR KNIGHTS!  We are 
delighted that our parish Knights of 
Columbus Council will be formally 
presented with the Star Council 
Award at Sunday Mass on December 
14th! This prestigious honor is awarded 
to fewer than 18% of the 17,000+ 
councils worldwide for excellence in 
charitable works, membership growth, 
and family financial security. I’m so 
proud that we are made up of so many 
outstanding and hardworking men in 
our parish whose faith and service 
make a huge difference in our 
community. Please join us in 
celebrating their outstanding 
achievement and congratulating them 
on this well-deserved recognition.  

 -Fr. Bill 

HOLY HOUR after the 6pm Mass 

Tuesday (December 2nd) until 7:30pm 

in St. Lawrence Church. Sign up in the 

vestibule. Whether you sign up or not, 

everyone is welcome to come spend 

time with Christ in the Blessed 

Sacrament. 

 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR  
DECEMBER:  For Christians in areas 
of conflict. Let us pray that Christians 
living in areas of war or conflict, 
especially in the Middle East, might be 
seeds of peace, reconciliation and 
hope. 

COLLECTION: Thank you for your gifts 
to our parish. The collection for last 
weekend was $1,641 which included 
$1251 for the regular collection, $20 for 
masses, $100 hall rent, $20 for utilities, 
$200 for the Capital Campaign, and 
$50 toward the Fall Fest. Online 
donations were $2430.19. Thank you 
for your generosity!  

 

WOMEN’S SCRIPTURE 
STUDY:  Prepare your heart for the 
coming of Christ by joining our 
Women’s Scripture Study this Advent 
season! We’ll be using Christmas—
Season of Wonder and Hope as our 
guide (available for $7). Gather with us 
on Wednesday afternoon — Dec. 3 at 
1:00 PM — in St. Lawrence Hall, 
Easton. Come share faith, friendship, 
and reflection as we enter the joy of 
Christmas together.  For more 
information or to reserve your study 
guide, contact Jenny Brewster 
at Jenny.brewster1@gmail.com 



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS are 

meeting on Wednesday, Dec. 3rd, at 

7:00 pm, at Bertels Hall. For 

information about joining the Knights, 

contact Aaron 

Welch: realcav17@gmail.com 

THE COFFEE CLUB will meet on 

Thursday,  Dec. 4th at the Easton Cafe 

from 10 A.M. to 11 A.M. Please join us! 

ADVENT MISSION “Blessed Are 
Your Eyes” will be held on 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 
Dec. 10-12, from 7:30-8:30 p.m. each 
evening at Holy Angels Catholic 
Church, 15408 Leavenworth Rd, 
Basehor. Three inspiring nights of 
prayer, reflection, and community,  
confessions will be available after the 
Wednesday and Thursday sessions. 
On Friday, Dec. 12, immediately 
following the mission, everyone is 
invited to stay for Mexican-style 
refreshments in celebration of the Feast 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

BIRTHRIGHT OF LEAVENWORTH IS 
HIRING a part-time director (20–25 
hours/month, flexible). Learn more 
at birthrightleavenworth.org or 
contact birthrightks@gmail.com or call 
913-991-7660. 

ADVENT SILENT RETREAT: DAWN 
OF THE MESSIAH:  Friday, Dec. 
5th at 5:30 pm– Sunday, Dec. 7th at 
4:30 pm.  To attend, fill out the 
Individual Retreat Form at 
ChristsPeace.com or call 
913.773.8255. 

LINGER OVER COFFEE AT THE 
MARILLAC CENTER:  DEC 2, 9, AND 
16, 9-11:00 am. Register Now at 
https://www.scls.org/marillac-
center/retreats/ 

FOOD COLLECTION: Here in our 
parish, we are steadfast in our weekly 
collection of food items to be given to 
those in need at our local Catholic 
Charities Food Pantry in Leavenworth.  
With the rising price of food our help is 
urgently needed. You may continue to 
leave your non-perishable items and 
personal hygiene items in the bin in our 

church vestibules and they will be 
delivered to Catholic Charities.  
 
CATHOLIC Q&A: 
Q. How should Catholics respond to 
social media negativity? 
Social media brings with it so many 
good things. Pope Leo says that social 
media is “an extraordinary opportunity 
for dialogue, encounter and exchange 
between persons…” But it can easily 
pull us into gossip, envy, or anger. 
Catholics are called to be Christian 
online — to bring truth and charity into 
the digital world. Before posting 
anything, ask: Does this build up or tear 
down? Pray before you post, especially 
if you’re angry. Silence can be holier 
than a snarky reply. Use your platforms 
to share hope, beauty, and gratitude — 
the modern world desperately needs it. 
One part of our problem is that amount 
of time we spend on our phones. So 
balance digital time with communication 
face-to-face with people. The world 
doesn’t need more noise; it needs more 
light. 
 
BULLETIN ITEMS: Contact Kim Sachse, 
913-775-0690 Or Email 
Sjslparish@Gmail.com. Mass intentions may 
be scheduled with Kim as well.   MUST 
SUBMIT BY 9 pm TUES FOR INCLUSION.  
PRAYER LIST: If you would like to have a 
name added or removed from our prayer list, 
please contact Kim Sachse. Our Parish Prayer 
Ministers invite you to join them in praying for 
the following:  Karen Andrus, Phil Bell, Vicki 
Bradford, Gretchen Brewster, Steve Bromell, 
Judy Brose, Dave Brown, Delcie & Charles 
Brunk, Jennifer Brushwood, Carl Davidson, 
Courtney Davis, George Dean, Carolyn 
DeMaranville, Gail DeMaranville-Zule, Dorian 
DeVlaminck, Vince Eimer, Tom Flack, Helen 
Frazier, Glen Goodland, Alan Halstead, Henry 
Hancock, Robert Hecke, Marly Heim, Melanie 
Herken, Jon Highfill, Trista Highfill, Alison Ito, 
Michael Jones, Tyonna Jones, Ed LaBruyere, 
Phillip Leon, Megan List, Kelly Long, Joyce 
Lowe, Michael Marietta, Marshall, Juanita 
McDermont, Mary Meinert, Jeni Mettelstedt, 
Karl Morrison, Charles Mullins, Don Navinsky, 
Leslie Navinsky, Hung Nguyen, Lonnie Dean 
Phillips Jr., Mary Piche, Betty Pierron, Danny 
Roemer, Jesse Salinas, Mary Beth Schrader, 
Pat Schwinn, Mary Shelley, Tanner 
Siebenmorgen, Dawn Staver, Chrissy Stewart, 
Matt Stewart, Hugh Talley, Vickie Welch, Pat 
Wilson, and David Zule. 

PRAYER LIST FOR OUR SOLDIERS: ARMY: 
PFC Tristen Baker, CPT Daniel Broaddus, Pvt. 
David Crook, SGT Colby Seifert, William 
Stradley. AIRFORCE: E-4 Robert W. Herken, 
TSGT A Scott Loecher, A1C Noah Tattershall. 
NAVY:  Dennis Budasz Jr., Sterling Curry, 
YNSC (SS) Kevin Lansing. MARINE CORPS: 
Drake Budasz, Wyatt DeMaranville. 

 

MASSES THIS WEEK: 

Sat, Nov. 29, 5:00 pm, SJV 

   For the People of the Parish 

Sun, Nov. 30, 9:00 am, SJV 

   James T. Herken Jr. 

Tues, Dec. 2, 6:00 pm, SJV 

   For the Intention of the Celebrant 

Thurs, Dec. 4, 6:00 pm, SJV 

  Shirley Yurkanin 

Sat, Dec. 6, 5:00 pm, SJV 

   For the People of the Parish 

Sun, Dec. 7, 9:00 am, SJV 

   James Herken. 

. 

 Reader: Extraordinary 

Minister of 

Holy 

Communion: 

11/29/25 Aaron Welch Aaron Welch 

11/30/25 John Johnston Sharon Wagner 

12/6/25 Vince Eimer Vince Eimer 

12/7/25 John Donovan Sue Griffee 

OUR SUNDAY FUNNY: 

 



 


