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The Baptism of the Lord

A GOSPEL THOUGHT: With

the Lord’s Baptism the Christmas
season comes to a close, but its
significance continues. Today
Jesus steps into the Jordan,
revealing who He is and begins His
public ministry. This moment invites
us to do what Scripture tells us
Mary did so often: to treasure all
this and reflect prayerfully on
them.

These past weeks have revealed
the heart of Christmas—God
humbly coming to us, to dwell with
us, and to share our lives. Like
Mary, let’s not rush past these
moments. She held them, pondered
them, and let them shape her heart.
Let’s join Mary in that reflection.
Take time to ask: What has God
been showing me these last
weeks? What lesson from
Christmas 2025 does God want me
to carry forward?

As the Lord’s Baptism turns us
toward the road ahead, we are
reminded of our own baptism and
our call to live as God’s beloved
daughters and sons. May reflecting
with Mary help us move forward
with greater trust, purpose, and
openness to God'’s grace in our
daily lives.

-Father Bill

COLLECTION: Thank you for your
gifts to our parish. The collection for
last weekend was $3703, which
included Parish Capitol Fund-$50,
Rent $300, Ordinary Collection-
$3282, Mass Stipend $50 already
scheduled, Memorial-$25. Online
donations were unavailable. Thank
you for your generosity!

SECOND COLLECTION will be held
on the weekend of Jan. 25™ for the
Church in Latin America (CLA).

THANK YOU! Our Parish received a
Thank You note from the Pleasant
Ridge Student Support Team
thanking us for supporting their
"Hope for the Holidays" Program by
adopting 2 of their Angel Tree
Families. This year, 23 families
received Christmas assistance, which
included 63 children. Thank you for
your kindness and generosity.

THE CONFIRMATION CLASS will be
reading & taking up the collection and
offertory at mass on Jan. 18,

CHOIR PRACTICE will be held on the
last Tuesday of each month at 6:30
p.m. at St. Lawrence Church. All
musicians, soloist and cantors are
welcome. Please join us!

9 DAYS FOR LIFE: Join thousands
of Catholics nationwide in the annual
Respect Life novena 9 Days for Life,
Friday, January 16 — Saturday,
January 24. Get daily intentions,
brief reflections, and more by email or
text message. Sign up at
9daysforlife.com!

TRUE LOVE REQUIRES MORE
THAN WORDS: Put your love into
action by giving your spouse the gift
of time and your undivided attention.
Register today for a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Experience. This
weekend away offers the chance to
reflect on, renew and reignite the
depth of your sacramental love for
one another. Upcoming local area
Experiences include:

Feb. 13-15, in Kansas City, KS
March 20-22, in Carthage, MO

Visit www.wwme.org to apply for an
experience and to see a complete
listing of 2026 dates.

JOIN ARCHBISHOP NAUMANN on a
4-day pilgrimage to Mexico City from
February 27 to March 2, 2026. Limited
space is available—register by
January 30, 2026,

at pilgrimages@worldvillages.org or call
301-758-5634.

Lenten Silent Retreat: Into the
Desert. To be held Friday, Feb. 20th
at 5:30pm — Sunday, Feb. 22nd at
4:30pm at Christ’'s Peace House of
Prayer. Enter the quiet of the Lenten
season and allow the wisdom of Pope
Benedict XVI to guide your heart more
deeply into the mystery of Lent. This
silent retreat draws from Lent with Pope
Benedict XVI: Meditations for Every
Day, offering scriptural reflections that
illuminate the call to repentance,
interior renewal, and conversion of
heart. Participants will walk with the
Lord into the desert, listening attentively
to His voice and preparing to receive
the graces He desires to give during
this sacred season. Rooted in the
Church’s contemplative tradition, this
retreat offers a place to encounter
Christ, surrender burdens, and
rediscover the beauty of returning to
God with your whole heart. To reserve
your spot, please complete

the Individual Retreat Form at
https://archkck.org/cpp/reservations/indi
vidual-retreat/ or call 913.773.8255.

UPCOMING MARILAC CENTER
EVENTS:

Good Conversations: | have loved
you. Jan. 8, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at
the Marillac Assembly. As we conclude
this Jubilee of Hope, we reflect by using
Synodality on the graces we find in the
latest Papal Encyclical Dilexit Te. We
know the path with the poor in living the
Gospel. Knowing we are loved helps us
welcome with charity and grace all in
our world — as God reminds us, “| have
loved you.”

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:
One Body and One Spirit, as called
to One Hope (Eph 4:4) January 18 to
25. Local churches and ministerial
alliances sponsor ecumenical prayer
services during this Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity. We invite you to pray
with us virtually throughout this week.
On

our website (https://www.scls.org/marill
ac-center ) and social media account,
we will post short reflections and
prayers for each day, highlighting
leaders in the ecumenical movement.
Also join in communion at one of the
many local Church’s celebrations.

Good Grief: Darkness to Light: Grief
to Renewal, Feb. 7, 9:30 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. at the Marillac Assembly. V
Persons grieving a loved one are
invited to attend a day to explore loss,
grief, and the recovery of hope. Sister



https://archkck.org/cpp/reservations/individual-retreat/
https://845dzihbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MC6CM5oC7YDkVSnsr4CM8ObttiY8noU5cGgBU-O4JhqaPaZJDlankIwKw3CPlPvtAVcafLycVMFmKz1nplvpOkGgVIswrBc6ZvUUgTGf2u6s6d0RDGR1iXg203DTN8QZ1EZcAJN1mmEKhKboIYZH6xflYnwQFeS6zJKrXEdQcI5Q4V9GeTXP3B_cKrz_iCbbafX1lJQojmkgCTo8Fhr_2VBiS5WVaqxXi7M0jWOqYKT0R5uozpiyvJvbqoPY6Ejo&c=LWjTZNORIgSRfJOSJvoryc4VlgGoPX6ya-2GZUNAspnB_WhYP8q4_w==&ch=e0jmWfjzwnDtGGMZ4f0UD0v9tQ0tsdUR1_f7XTuyYB9EjK6TwIDiPg==
https://845dzihbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MC6CM5oC7YDkVSnsr4CM8ObttiY8noU5cGgBU-O4JhqaPaZJDlankIwKw3CPlPvt9ccxN-urePZsp-jx96jcxz_PioCGRhmT6LZnFY0pyNWtyaLCtoAA73QShc3DPHYdN6TVmuUfAMWlnbMqOUXPvkpmXnQY3GtgbAutBD4puFLXvCgPkY6bew==&c=LWjTZNORIgSRfJOSJvoryc4VlgGoPX6ya-2GZUNAspnB_WhYP8q4_w==&ch=e0jmWfjzwnDtGGMZ4f0UD0v9tQ0tsdUR1_f7XTuyYB9EjK6TwIDiPg==
https://845dzihbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MC6CM5oC7YDkVSnsr4CM8ObttiY8noU5cGgBU-O4JhqaPaZJDlankNlaJd-RbsEFinIse3OdhpdVXQMdVMZfh-ufZ4Yh2ohsNuWMZbMuk9PnoW_iOFL8lpkU2Z_NGpN2WOAnYUkgI4tN8X6U6cG3BFVIJV098H6GbJUWU-V-JKg=&c=LWjTZNORIgSRfJOSJvoryc4VlgGoPX6ya-2GZUNAspnB_WhYP8q4_w==&ch=e0jmWfjzwnDtGGMZ4f0UD0v9tQ0tsdUR1_f7XTuyYB9EjK6TwIDiPg==

Judith will focus on understanding grief
and its significance, the connection of
spirituality, and a deepening of faith.

For further information or to register —

please contact us at retreats@scls.org
Or 913-758-6552.

CATHOLIC Q&A:
Q. What’s the difference between
Jesus’ Baptism and ours?

A. Jesus’ baptism and our baptism are
connected, but they are not exactly the
same. Learning about both helps us

BULLETIN ITEMS: Contact Kim Sachse,
913-775-0690 Or Email
Sjslparish@Gmail.com. Mass intentions may
be scheduled with Kim as well. MUST
SUBMIT BY 9 pm TUES FOR INCLUSION.
PRAYER LIST: If you would like to have a
name added or removed from our prayer list,
please contact Kim Sachse. Our Parish Prayer
Ministers invite you to join them in praying for
the following: Karen Andrus, Phil Bell, Vicki
Bradford, Gretchen Brewster, Steve Bromell,
Dave Brown, Delcie & Charles Brunk, Jennifer
Brushwood, Carl Davidson, Courtney Davis,
George Dean, Gail DeMaranville-Zule, Dorian
DeVlaminck, Vince Eimer, Tom Flack, Helen
Frazier, Glen Goodland, Alan Halstead, Robert

MASSES THIS WEEK:

Sat, Jan. 10, 5:00 pm, STV
Dorothy Noll #

Sun, Jan. 11, 9:00m, STL
For the People of the Parish

Tues, Jan. 13, 6:00 pm, STL

Thurs, Jan.15, 6:00 pm, SJV
Cameron Ernzen 7

Sat, Jan. 17, 5:00 pm, SJV
For the People of the Parish

Sun, Jan. 18, 9:00 am, STL
James T. Herken 7

For the Intention of the Celebrant

understand what baptism means for us Hecke, Marly Heim, Melanie Herken, Jon Reader: Extraordinary

as Catholics. Highfill, Trista Highfill, Alison Ito, Michael Minister of
Jones, Tyonna Jones, Ed LaBruyere, Phillip Holy

Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist Leon, Megan List, Kelly Long, Joyce Lowe, Communion:

in the Jordan River. He had no sin at Shauna Marshall, Juanita McDermont, Mary 1/10/26_| Rita Herken Rita Herken

all, so He didn't need baptism to forgive mg:‘?i(::)t’r]‘]%r;]la,\:::tstel\l/lsljﬁi?lté NIIDaorrﬁ M'a'ﬁ;’s}x” 1/11/26 | Rita Oatney Sue Griffee

sins. Instead, Jesus chose to be Leslie Navinsky, Hung Nguyen, Lonnie Dean 1/17/26 | Aaron Welch Aaron Welch

baptized to show that He was one of Phillips Jr., Mary Piche, Betty Pierron, Danny 1/18/26 | Confirmation

us, and to set a pattern that He wants Roemer, Jesse Salinas, Mary Beth Schrader, Class Ted Staver

all of us to follow. During His baptism, Pat Schwinn, Mary Shelley, Tanner

the Holy Spirit came down on Him like Siebenmorgen, Dawn Staver, Chrissy Stewart, OUR SUNDAY FUNNY:

a dove, and a voice from heaven—the
Father—said, "This is my beloved
Son." This special moment showed the
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit)
and started Jesus' public ministry.

Our baptism is different. We are born
with original sin, and we also commit
personal sins. Baptism washes away all
sin, including original sin. It makes us
clean, gives us new life, and welcomes
us into God's family as His children.
Just like with Jesus, the Holy Spirit
comes to us in baptism. We become
beloved sons and daughters of God the
Father. Baptism also makes us part of
the Church and calls us to follow Jesus
as His disciples.

The connection between the two is
strong and beautiful: both show God's
love and the Holy Spirit's presence. By
being baptized Himself, Jesus gave us
the perfect example to follow. For
Catholics, baptism is more than just a
symbol—it really changes us inside. It
gives us God's grace and invites us to
live our faith every day by following
Jesus, loving others, and sharing God's
love through what we say and do.

Matt Stewart, Hugh Talley, Lori Wangerin,
Vickie Welch, Pat Wilson, and David Zule.

PRAYER LIST FOR OUR SOLDIERS: ARMY:
PFC Tristen Baker, CPT Daniel Broaddus, Pvt.
David Crook, SGT Colby Seifert, William
Stradley. AIRFORCE: E-4 Robert W. Herken,
TSGT A Scott Loecher, A1C Noah Tattershall.
NAVY: Dennis Budasz Jr., Sterling Curry,
YNSC (SS) Kevin Lansing. MARINE CORPS:
Drake Budasz, Wyatt DeMaranville

John, how are you gonna Baptize me

when you throw like a girl?!

St. Lawrence Church

St. Joseph of the Valley Church

31151 207th St.e Leavenworth, KS 66048 211 W. Riley St. « Easton, KS 66020

Mailing address: P.0. Box 129, Easton, KS 66020
(913)773-5712 SJSLparish.org Fr. William McEvoy, Pastor Fr.Wm.McEvoy@gmail.com
Like us on Facebook "St. Joseph - St. Lawrence (Easton)"
SATURDAY MASS 5pm St. Joseph of the Valley Church « SUNDAY MASS 9am St. Lawrence Church
Confessions are heard 30 minutes before the weekend Masses or by appointment
WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday 6pm St.Lawrence Church ¢ Thursday 6pm St.Joseph of the Valley Church
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