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CHRISTMAS
MASSES

- CHRISTMAS EVE -
5:00 P
§t. Lawrence Church

1:00 p
§t. Joseph of the Valley

- CHRISTMAS DaY -

9:00 A
§t. Lawrence Church

A GOSPEL THOUGHT: We're
reminded today of Joseph’s faithful
obedience. Definitely confused and
uncertain, Joseph listens to God’s
message in a dream and he acts
without hesitating, and taking Mary
and soon the child Jesus into his
home. His “yes” opens the way for
God'’s plan of salvation.

Today, our parish experiences a
similar moment of welcome and
readiness as we reopen St.
Lawrence Church after four months

of renovation. Just as Joseph
prepared a home for Christ, we
have prepared a renewed sacred
space for Him to dwell among us.
The newly painted walls and
ceiling, the new carpet and tile, etc.
are signs that we, too, open our
hearts more fully to God’s
presence.

With Christmas coming in just a few
days, let us remember that the joy
of this season is not just in
decorating or celebrating but in the
willingness to welcome God. Like
Joseph, let’s trust, to obey, and to
act with love.

May our newly reopened church
inspire us to say “yes” to Christ
every day, making our hearts a
dwelling place for Him, ready to
receive His light, peace, and joy
this Christmas. And may all those
who worked so hard to complete
this daunting task of renewing our
church be filled with special
blessings this Christmas.

-Father Bill

HOLY DAY
Masses

- New Years Eve -
5:00 PM
St. Joseph of the Valley

- New Years Day -
9:00 AM
St. Lawrence Church

ADVENT WREATH PRAYER for
the 4th week:

Loving God, as we light the
fourth candle of our Advent
wreath, we rejoice in hope, love,
and joy. We remember Mary’s
faithful “yes” and Joseph’s
obedient heart, opening the way
for Your Son to enter the world.
May we, too, welcome Christ into
our hearts, our homes, and our
community. May these four
candles guide us to follow
Mary’s example of trust and
openness, and Joseph’s example

of faithful obedience, so that we
may celebrate the birth of Jesus
with gratitude, peace, and
overflowing love. Amen.

SELF-GUIDED TOUR: As we
prepare to reopen St. Lawrence
Church, | have written a short PDF
guide explaining the rich meaning
of the symbols, colors, and artwork
found throughout the church. You
might be surprised by how many
symbols surround us—each

one rich in meaning and meant to
help us reflect more deeply on our
Catholics faith. If you are
interested, you can find the guide
on our parish website at
SJSLParish.org —just start
scrolling down.

— Fr. Bill

ANNUAL HOLIDAY
OPEN HOUSE
Come enjoy treats and
conversation with Father Bill,
Bentley, and your fellow
parishioners.

Monday, December 29t
6:00 - 8:00 PM
St. Lawrence Rectory

COLLECTION: Thank you for your
gifts to our parish. The collection for
last weekend was $12,049, which
included $10,050- Capital Fund,
$100-Rents, $1731-Reg. Collection
$20-Utilities, $110-Masses and $25-
Memorial, and $13 Social Receipts.
Online donations were $1039.56.
Thank you for your generosity!

THE SECOND COLLECTION AT
ALL CHRISTMAS MASSES in
every parish in the Archdiocese
goes to support Catholic Charities.
This collection was created to
provide support for the mission of
Catholic Charities in our
Archdiocese. At Catholic Charities
of Northeast Kansas, we strive to
provide Help, Hope and Hospitality
to people of all faiths throughout
the 21 counties of our Archdiocese.
This second collection is used to
provide food, clothing and shelter to
those living below the poverty level
in our 21 county service area. We
are grateful for the support from the
Catholic Church in Northeast
Kansas and ask you to consider a
gift to the Second Collection on
Christmas.



CONGRATULATIONS to Wrenly
Kay, Lainey Ann, and Jaycee
Marie, daughters of John &
Kimberly Ernzen, who were
baptized on Saturday, December
13th, at St. Joseph of the Valley
Church. Rejoicing in the coming birth
of our Savior, we welcome these
children into the family of God.

NEW YEAR SPIRITUAL
REFLECTION AND PLANNING
RETREAT Christ's Peace House of
Prayer 22131 Meagher Road -
Easton, KS 66020. Friday, January
9th at 5:30pm — Sunday, January
11th at 4:30pm. Begin the new year
with clarity and purpose by joining us
for our Annual New Year’s Spiritual
Reflection and Planning Retreat. This
retreat is designed to help you step
back from the busyness of life, reflect
on what truly matters, and prioritize
your most important goals for the
year ahead. This retreat will guide
you in creating a plan that aligns with
your spiritual and personal values.
Throughout the weekend, you'll be
provided with resources and ideas to
help shape your plan, with ample
time to work on it in a peaceful,
prayerful environment. Please bring
any personal items that may aid in
your planning process, such as your
Bible, journal, Catechism, notebook,
agenda, or laptop. This is a time to
connect with God and focus on the
year ahead, so you can enter the new
year spiritually refreshed and with a
clear sense of direction. To attend, fill
out the Individual Retreat Form at
ChristsPeace.com or call
913.773.8255.

BIRTHRIGHT OF LEAVENWORTH
IS HIRING a part-time director (20—
25 hours/month, flexible). Learn more
at birthrightleavenworth.org or
contact birthrightks@gmail.com or
call 913-991-7660.

CATHOLIC Q&A:

Q. How can | make prayer feel more
real and less routine?

Most of life is very, very routine. But
authentic prayer is honest, not
polished. God doesn’t want perfect
words — He wants your heart. If you're
distracted, tell Him. If you're feeling dry
inside, tell Him that, too. Sometime sit
down with the Psalms. They are full of
raw emotion: fear, anger, hope, praise.
Look at the words of the Responsorial
Psalm at Mass. Try spending silent
time before the Blessed Sacrament.
Consistency matters more than feeling.
Remember: even when you don’t feel
God, He feels you — He’s already
listening.

BULLETIN ITEMS: Contact Kim Sachse,
913-775-0690 Or Email
Sjsiparish@Gmail.com. Mass intentions may
be scheduled with Kim as well. MUST
SUBMIT BY 9 pm TUES FOR INCLUSION.
PRAYER LIST: If you would like to have a
name added or removed from our prayer list,
please contact Kim Sachse. Our Parish Prayer
Ministers invite you to join them in praying for
the following: Karen Andrus, Phil Bell, Vicki
Bradford, Gretchen Brewster, Steve Bromell,
Judy Brose, Dave Brown, Delcie & Charles
Brunk, Jennifer Brushwood, Carl Davidson,
Courtney Davis, George Dean, Gail
DeMaranville-Zule, Dorian DeVlaminck, Vince
Eimer, Tom Flack, Helen Frazier, Glen
Goodland, Alan Halstead, Henry Hancock,
Robert Hecke, Marly Heim, Melanie Herken,
Jon Highfill, Trista Highfill, Alison Ito, Michael
Jones, Tyonna Jones, Ed LaBruyere, Phillip
Leon, Megan List, Kelly Long, Joyce Lowe,
Shauna Marshall, Juanita McDermont, Mary
Meinert, Jeni Mettelstedt, Karl Morrison,
Charles Mullins, Don Navinsky, Leslie
Navinsky, Hung Nguyen, Lonnie Dean Phillips
Jr., Mary Piche, Betty Pierron, Danny Roemer,
Jesse Salinas, Mary Beth Schrader, Pat
Schwinn, Mary Shelley, Tanner Siebenmorgen,
Dawn Staver, Chrissy Stewart, Matt Stewart,
Hugh Talley, Vickie Welch, Pat Wilson, and
David Zule.

PRAYER LIST FOR OUR SOLDIERS: ARMY:
PFC Tristen Baker, CPT Daniel Broaddus, Pvt.
David Crook, SGT Colby Seifert, William
Stradley. AIRFORCE: E-4 Robert W. Herken,
TSGT A Scott Loecher, A1C Noah Tattershall.
NAVY: Dennis Budasz Jr., Sterling Curry,
YNSC (SS) Kevin Lansing. MARINE CORPS:
Drake Budasz, Wyatt DeMaranville.

MASSES THIS WEEK:
Sat, Dec. 20, 5:00 pm, SJV
Donald and Edith (Sam) Ernzen ©
Sun, Dec. 21, 9:00m, SJV
For the People of the Parish

Tues, Dec. 23, 6:00 pm, STV
Drew Baranko #

Wed, Dec. 24, 5:00 pm, STL
Archie Griffee 7

Wed, Dec. 24, 7:00 pm, STV
For the People of the Parish

Thurs, Dec.25, 9:00 am, STL
For the People of the Parish

Sat, Dec. 27, 5:00 pm, SJV
For the People of the Parish

Sun, Dec. 28, 9:00m, STL
Carolyn Wagner 7

Reader: Extraordinary
Minister of
Holy
Communion:
12/20/25 | Rita Herken Diane Pohl
12/21/25 | Rita Oatney Sue Griffee
12/24/25 | Aaron Welch Aaron Welch
12/24/25 | TBD TBD
12/25/25 | Ted Staver Ted Staver
12/27/25 | Vince Eimer Vince Eimer
12/28/25 | John Johnston Sharon Wagner
OUR SUNDAY FUNNY:

REVERENDEUN COM COPYRIGHT BIBLE GATEWAY

Thanla to Ded Hengeveld  (5ee Lule 2:1-16)

SORRY FOLKS, WERE BOOKED SOLID ... GOP
HIMSELF COULDN'T GET A ROOM HERE TONIGHT

St. Joseph of the Valley Church

A
St. Lawrence Church A
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31151 207th St.e Leavenworth, KS 66048

211 W. Riley St. « Easton, KS 66020

Mailing address: P.0. Box 129, Easton, KS 66020 e\
(913)773-5712 SJSLparish.org Fr. William McEvoy, Pastor Fr.Wm.McEvoy@gmail.com —
Like us on Facebook "St. Joseph - St. Lawrence (Easton)"
SATURDAY MASS 5pm St. Joseph of the Valley Church « SUNDAY MASS 9am St. Lawrence Church
Confessions are heard 30 minutes before the weekend Masses or by appointment
WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday 6pm St.Lawrence Church ¢ Thursday 6pm St.Joseph of the Valley Church







