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Parish Bulletin

December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent

PLEASE JOIN US!

Free Breakfast
SUNDAY, December 7th, 2025
following the 9am Mass
Bertels Hall

HOLY DAY DECEMBER 8th

Monday, December 8th, we
celebrate the Feast of the Im-

of Obligation, we are called to
attend Mass and honor her

bring your family, and join us in
celebrating Mary feast, and
honor her as patroness of the
United States.

6:45am Mass
6:00pm Mass
St. Joseph of the Valley

A GOSPEL MESSAGE: John the
Baptist appears in the quiet
wilderness, and calls out: “Prepare
the way of the Lord!” Here in our
community, this message speaks in
a special way. You know how
necessary preparation is—clearing
fields, tending soil, and making
room for new growth. John reminds
us that Advent is not just about
waiting; it is about active readiness.

John’s call to repentance is given to
free us. It is the work of removing
whatever stones or tangled weeds
keep Christ from entering more
deeply into our lives—old grudges,
bad habits, or the feeling that you
are somehow beyond God’s desire
to love and forgive you. Just as the
land welcomes rain and snow from
above, an open heart receives
God’s mercy. John promises that
One mightier than he is coming with
the Holy Spirit, ready to ignite a fire
of hope within us.

AS ADVENT CONTINUES, take a
little time in the quiet—on the
porch, in the field, driving to work
with the radio off, or in the stillness
of early morning—to hear John’s
voice and make room for the Lord
who comes closer and closer.

ADVENT WREATH PRAYER:
Father of us all, as we look
forward to Christmas and to the
coming of Your Son in glory,
help us listen to John the Baptist
and make straight the way for
Christ. Clear from our lives
anything that keeps Him from
reaching us. May all we do—
decorating the tree, putting up
lights, wrapping gifts, or writing
cards—help keep our hearts
focused on Jesus. May He find
us watching and waiting in joy
when He comes. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.

CELEBRATE OUR KNIGHTS! We
are delighted that our parish Knights
of Columbus Council will be formally
presented with the Star Council
Award at Sunday Mass on
December 14th! This prestigious
honor is awarded to fewer than 18%
of the 17,000+ councils worldwide for
excellence in charitable works,
membership growth, and family
financial security. I'm so proud that
we are made up of so many
outstanding and hardworking men in
our parish whose faith and service
make a huge difference in our
community. Please join us in
celebrating their outstanding
achievement and congratulating them
on this well-deserved recognition.

-Fr. Bill

COLLECTION: Thank you for your
gifts to our parish. The collection for
last weekend was $2,104 which
included $1954 regular collection,

$50 for masses and $100 for hall
rental. Online donations were
$585.38. Thank you for your
generosity!

SECOND COLLECTION will be held
the weekend of Dec. 14" for the
Retirement Fund for the Religious.

THANK YOU! The Leavenworth
Catholic Charities sent a thank you to
our Parish for all that we do to
support their food pantry and clothes
closet with warm winter coats and
hoodies. Due to the Government
shutdown, their need greatly
increased. Our donation of 257 Ibs.
of food help to serve 1851 individuals
in October.

REST IN PEACE:
Please pray for the repose of the soul
of Carolyn DeMaranville.
May she rest in peace and rise in
glory.

THE CONFIRMATION CLASS will
do the readings & offertory collection
at mass on Dec. 14,

ANGEL TREE SIGN UP: St. Joseph-
St. Lawrence Parish will be
supporting two PR families

for Christmas this year. There are 2
different sign-up genius- one for each
family. Please review and sign up for
a slot if you would like to help. Your
generosity is greatly

appreciated. Please wrap and label
gifts with Family Number, child
gender, and child age. Example:
Family #19, Girl, age 16. Please have
all gifts delivered to Church by Dec.
14. Thank you!

https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/90
40945A8AD29A1FE3-60794618-

angel

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/90
40945A8AD29A1FE3-60759545-

angel

CCD NEWS: The CCD Nativity Play
will be Saturday, December

20th after the 5pm mass at St.
Joseph of the Valley. Please join

us! And remember to come early, as
the church will fill up quickly. We're
excited to see you there!

SPECIAL NOTICE from Catholic
Charities: At this time, they are no
longer accepting clothing. They're
very grateful for all you have done.
They still have the ongoing need of
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non-perishable food, which you can
bring to church at any time.

ADVENT MISSION “Blessed Are
Your Eyes” will be held on
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday,
Dec. 10-12, from 7:30-8:30 p.m. each
evening at Holy Angels Catholic
Church, 15408 Leavenworth Rd,
Basehor. Three inspiring nights of
prayer, reflection, and community,
confessions will be available after the
Wednesday and Thursday sessions.
On Friday, Dec. 12, immediately
following the mission, everyone is
invited to stay for Mexican-style
refreshments in celebration of the Feast
of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

BIRTHRIGHT OF LEAVENWORTH IS
HIRING a part-time director (20-25
hours/month, flexible). Learn more

at birthrightleavenworth.org or

contact birthrightks@gmail.com or call
913-991-7660.

JOIN ARCHBISHOP NAUMANN on a
4-day pilgrimage to Mexico City from
February 27 to March 2, 2026. Limited
space is available—register by
January 30, 2026,

at pilgrimages@uworldvillages.org or call
301-758-5634.

PRAYER REQUESTS. From time-to-
time special needs arise in one’s life:
personal or family crisis, illness, death
of a loved one. One prays, of course,
but our petitions are more powerful
when we lift up our prayers together.
The members of our parish prayer team
take time to pray every day for people’s
prayer requests. If you are in need of
prayer, please go to SJSLparish.org,
and click on the “Prayer Requests” tab
to submit your petition. Your request is
very soon forwarded to the prayer team
who will begin that day to pray for your
intentions.

CATHOLIC Q&A:

Q. How do I find God in my daily
work?

A. Every honest job can help us to

“sanctification of work” — offering daily
labor as prayer. Whether you parent,
teach, clean, repair, farm, or lead, do it
with purpose and with love and
integrity. Begin your workday by saying,
“Lord, | offer this for You.” Our parish
patron saint Joseph shows us that
ordinary work is sacred when done with
purpose. But, yes, work is work. So,
when you grow weary or bored or
stressed, unite your effort to Jesus,
who labored in Nazareth and who bore
the Cross. Your workplace can be your
altar — a place of service, sacrifice,
and patience. Also, give good example
and give witness by your honesty and
work ethic since you may be the only
Gospel your coworkers read today.

BULLETIN ITEMS: Contact Kim Sachse,
913-775-0690 Or Email
Sjsiparish@Gmail.com. Mass intentions may
be scheduled with Kim as well. MUST
SUBMIT BY 9 pm TUES FOR INCLUSION.
PRAYER LIST: If you would like to have a
name added or removed from our prayer list,
please contact Kim Sachse. Our Parish Prayer
Ministers invite you to join them in praying for
the following: Karen Andrus, Phil Bell, Vicki
Bradford, Gretchen Brewster, Steve Bromell,
Judy Brose, Dave Brown, Delcie & Charles
Brunk, Jennifer Brushwood, Carl Davidson,
Courtney Davis, George Dean, Gail
DeMaranville-Zule, Dorian DeVlaminck, Vince
Eimer, Tom Flack, Helen Frazier, Glen
Goodland, Alan Halstead, Henry Hancock,
Robert Hecke, Marly Heim, Melanie Herken,
Jon Highfill, Trista Highfill, Alison Ito, Michael
Jones, Tyonna Jones, Ed LaBruyere, Phillip
Leon, Megan List, Kelly Long, Joyce Lowe,
Michael Marietta, Marshall, Juanita
McDermont, Mary Meinert, Jeni Mettelstedt,
Karl Morrison, Charles Mullins, Don Navinsky,
Leslie Navinsky, Hung Nguyen, Lonnie Dean
Phillips Jr., Mary Piche, Betty Pierron, Danny
Roemer, Jesse Salinas, Mary Beth Schrader,
Pat Schwinn, Mary Shelley, Tanner
Siebenmorgen, Dawn Staver, Chrissy Stewart,
Matt Stewart, Hugh Talley, Vickie Welch, Pat
Wilson, and David Zule.

PRAYER LIST FOR OUR SOLDIERS: ARMY:
PFC Tristen Baker, CPT Daniel Broaddus, Pvt.
David Crook, SGT Colby Seifert, William
Stradley. AIRFORCE: E-4 Robert W. Herken,
TSGT A Scott Loecher, A1C Noah Tattershall.
NAVY: Dennis Budasz Jr., Sterling Curry,
YNSC (SS) Kevin Lansing. MARINE CORPS:
Drake Budasz, Wyatt DeMaranville.

MASSES THIS WEEK:
Sat, Dec. 6, 5:00 pm, STV
For the People of the Parish
Sun, Dec. 7, 9:00 am, STV
James Herken. 7
Mon, Dec. 8, 6:45 am, SJV
For the Intention of the Celebrant
Mon, Dec. 8, 6:00 pm, SJV
For the Intention of the Celebrant
Tues, Dec. 9, 6:00 pm, STV
Larry Steffel #
Thurs, Dec. 11, 6:00 pm, STV
For the Intention of the Celebrant
Sat, Dec. 13, 5:00 pm, STV
Stephen Payeur. 7
Sun, Dec. 14, 9:00 am, STV
For the People of the Parish

Reader: Extraordinary
Minister of
Holy
Communion:
12/6/25 Vince Eimer Vince Eimer
12/7/25 | John Donovan Sue Griffee
12/13/25 | Julia
Cummings Tracy Heim
12/14/25 | Confirmation
Class Sharon Wagner

OUR SUNDAY FUNNY:

Mommg, is it true that
if T stop believing,

in Santa I'llonly
get UNdeTWEeGT
like 969997
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