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Third Sunday of Advent

Christmas Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve
5 pm at St. Lawrence
7 pm at St. Joseph of the Valley

Christmas Day
9 am at St. Lawrence

A GOSPEL THOUGHT: John the
Baptist sends a question of doubt to
Jesus from his prison cell: “Are you
the one?” His question is honest
and familiar. We, too, have
moments of doubt—when things
aren't going well, when problems
pile up, when someone we love is
struggling. Especially in these
winter days, when the fields lie bare
and the light fades early, our
questions can feel even heavier.
Jesus answers not with
explanations, but with signs of life
and healing.

In our parish, God often speaks in
the ordinary: a neighbor who helps
without being asked, the quiet
beauty of our winter sunsets, the
strength to face another cold
morning. These are our small
miracles. This Advent, let us bring
Jesus our questions and our
weariness. And let us look for His
signs—already growing in the soill
of our daily lives.

-Fr. Bill

ADVENT WREATH PRAYER:
Loving Father, as Christmas
draws near, we rejoice because
Jesus comes close to save us.
Help us live with generosity and
mercy, keeping the flame of faith
bright and guarding our hearts
from despair. Fill us with hope
and joy, and comfort all who
mourn or suffer in these days.
Help us stay alert to the many
ways Christ shares His life with
us. Thank You for sending Your
Son, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.

CELEBRATE OUR KNIGHTS! We
are delighted that our parish
Knights of Columbus Council will be
formally presented with the Star
Council Award at Sunday Mass on
December 14th! This prestigious
honor is awarded to fewer than
18% of the 17,000+ councils
worldwide for excellence in
charitable works, membership
growth, and family financial
security. I'm so proud that we are
made up of so many outstanding
and hardworking men in our parish
whose faith and service make a
huge difference in our community.
Please join us in celebrating their
outstanding achievement and
congratulating them on this well-
deserved recognition.

-Fr. Bill

COLLECTION: Thank you for your
gifts to our parish. The collection for
last weekend was $5991, which
included $1550 Capital Fund, Reg.
Collection $1851, Masses and
Memorial $2190, and SJV Cemetery
$400. Online donations were
unavailable. Thank you for your
generosity!

SECOND COLLECTION will be held
this weekend of Dec. 14" for the
Retirement Fund for the Religious.

THE SECOND COLLECTION AT
ALL CHRISTMAS MASSES in every
parish in the Archdiocese goes to
support Catholic Charities. This
collection was created to provide
support for the mission of Catholic
Charities in our Archdiocese and we
receive the entire amount that is
given. At Catholic Charities of
Northeast Kansas we strive to
provide Help, Hope and Hospitality to
people of all faiths throughout the 21

counties of our Archdiocese. While
we cannot help every person in need,
this second collection is used to
provide food, clothing and shelter to
those living below the poverty level in
our 21 county service area. We are
grateful for the support from the
Catholic Church in Northeast Kansas
and ask you to consider a gift to the
Second Collection on Christmas -
your donation is answering Jesus’
call to care for the poor and helps
Catholic Charities bring the face of
Jesus to those we serve.

GENEROSITY MADE SIMPLE.
Giving to your parish online weekly or
monthly is incredibly convenient. You
can even set it up to be automatically,
so you never have to worry about
bringing cash or writing checks.
Whether you're traveling, busy, or not
at our Mass, your support continues
without interruption. It saves time,
reduces stress, and helps you stay
consistent in your giving. It's a
simple, reliable way to support St.
Joseph-St. Lawrence with ease and
peace of mind. Go to
SJSLParish.org/online-giving/

CCD NEWS: The CCD Nativity Play
will be Saturday, December

20th after the 5pm mass at St.
Joseph of the Valley. Please join

us! And remember to come early, as
the church will fill up quickly. We're
excited to see you there!

SPECIAL NOTICE from Catholic
Charities: At this time, they are no
longer accepting clothing. They're
very grateful for all you have done.
They still have the ongoing need of
non-perishable food, which you can
bring to church at any time.

BIRTHRIGHT OF LEAVENWORTH
IS HIRING a part-time director (20—
25 hours/month, flexible). Learn more
at birthrightleavenworth.org or
contact birthrightks@gmail.com or
call 913-991-7660.

JOIN ARCHBISHOP NAUMANN on
a 4-day pilgrimage to Mexico City
from February 27 to March 2, 2026.
Limited space is available—register
by January 30, 2026,

at pilgrimages@worldvillages.org or
call 301-758-5634.

KEEP THIS NUMBER: Someone in
your life might need this Lifeline. 988
has been designated as the new
three-digit dialing code that will route
callers to the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline. When people call,



text, or chat 988, they will be
connected to trained counselors that
are part of the existing Lifeline
network. These trained counselors
will listen, understand how their
problems are affecting them, provide
support, and connect them to
resources if necessary.

ANONYMOUS GROUP. If you have
a willingness to stop drinking and/or
using drugs, you have help and
support. 12-Step Anonymous
meetings are held at Easton’s United
Methodist Church 7 pm on Monday
evenings. Contact 913-683-2271 for
more information.

CATHOLIC Q&A:

Q. What can Catholics do when the
Church faces scandal or division?
First, don’t turn away from Christ
because of human failure. One of the
insights | learned in theology is that
the Church is theandric: is both divine
and human — holy in her foundation,
yet wounded in her members. So
pray for healing, and stay connected
in the sacraments. And acknowledge
that you sin, too, and personal sins
affect the holiness of the Church. The
saints remind us that renewal always
begins with personal holiness. When
we grow in virtue, we strengthen the
whole Body. Let prayer guide how
you engage with bad and
disappointing Church news. Student
of history know that there’s never
been a time when Christians have all
lived up to our high calling. That is in
itself proof why we need a Savior.
Please never stop loving the Church
— she’s not just an institution, she’s
what our tradition calls our Mother.
When the Body of Christ bleeds,
children of God are called to bring
prayer, fasting, and resolve.

BULLETIN ITEMS: Contact Kim Sachse,
913-775-0690 Or Email
Sjslparish@Gmail.com. Mass intentions may
be scheduled with Kim as well. MUST
SUBMIT BY 9 pm TUES FOR INCLUSION.
PRAYER LIST: If you would like to have a
name added or removed from our prayer list,
please contact Kim Sachse. Our Parish Prayer
Ministers invite you to join them in praying for
the following: Karen Andrus, Phil Bell, Vicki
Bradford, Gretchen Brewster, Steve Bromell,
Judy Brose, Dave Brown, Delcie & Charles
Brunk, Jennifer Brushwood, Carl Davidson,
Courtney Davis, George Dean, Gail
DeMaranville-Zule, Dorian DeVlaminck, Vince
Eimer, Tom Flack, Helen Frazier, Glen
Goodland, Alan Halstead, Henry Hancock,
Robert Hecke, Marly Heim, Melanie Herken,
Jon Highfill, Trista Highfill, Alison Ito, Michael
Jones, Tyonna Jones, Ed LaBruyere, Phillip
Leon, Megan List, Kelly Long, Joyce Lowe,
Shauna Marshall, Juanita McDermont, Mary
Meinert, Jeni Mettelstedt, Karl Morrison,
Charles Mullins, Don Navinsky, Leslie
Navinsky, Hung Nguyen, Lonnie Dean Phillips
Jr., Mary Piche, Betty Pierron, Danny Roemer,
Jesse Salinas, Mary Beth Schrader, Pat
Schwinn, Mary Shelley, Tanner Siebenmorgen,
Dawn Staver, Chrissy Stewart, Matt Stewart,
Hugh Talley, Vickie Welch, Pat Wilson, and
David Zule.

PRAYER LIST FOR OUR SOLDIERS: ARMY:
PFC Tristen Baker, CPT Daniel Broaddus, Pvt.
David Crook, SGT Colby Seifert, William
Stradley. AIRFORCE: E-4 Robert W. Herken,
TSGT A Scott Loecher, A1C Noah Tattershall.
NAVY: Dennis Budasz Jr., Sterling Curry,
YNSC (SS) Kevin Lansing. MARINE CORPS:
Drake Budasz, Wyatt DeMaranville.

MASSES THIS WEEK:

Sat, Dec. 13, 5:00 pm, SJV
Stephen Payeur. ¥

Sun, Dec. 14, 9:00 am, STV
For the People of the Parish

Tues, Dec. 16, 6:00 pm, STV
For the Intention of the Celebrant
Thurs, Dec. 18, 6:00 pm, STV
Sandy Smith 7
Sat, Dec. 20, 5:00 pm, STV
Donald and Edith (Sam) Ernzen #
Sun, Dec. 21, 9:00m, SJV
For the People of the Parish

Reader: Extraordinary
Minister of
Holy
Communion:
12/13/25 | Julia
Cummings Tracy Heim
12/14/25 | Confirmation
Class Sharon Wagner
12/20/25 | Rita Herken Diane Pohl
12/21/25 | Rita Oatney Sue Griffee

OUR SUNDAY FUNNY:

r

"I don't see why he couldn t have given
you one already assembled."
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