
October 26, 2025 
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

A GOSPEL THOUGHT: “God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner.” This is an 
honest, humble prayer that opens 
us to a better way of living. Humility 
frees us from comparing ourselves 
to others and chasing approval. It 
helps us admit our limitations and 
the mistakes we make at home or 
work. Humility spurs us to accept 
help when we struggle, and forgive 
ourselves when we fall short. 
Practicing this kind of honesty 
transforms our relationships, 
especially with God. The more we 
rely on Him rather than our own 
self-righteousness, the more peace 
we experience. True growth comes 
not from proving ourselves, but 
from trusting God’s loving care. 

 -Fr. Bill 

COLLECTION: Thank you for your 
gifts to our parish. The collection for 
last weekend was $3844.11 which 
includes Capital Fund $1100, Rents 
$100, plate $1859, World Mission 
Sunday $160.11, Mass stipends $50 
and $575 for Social Receipts (Branson 
Raffle). Online donations were 
unavailable. Thank you for your 
generosity!  

CONGRATULATIONS AND 
WELCOME to Lucy Jane 
Stewart, daughter of Gabe and Kayla, 
was baptized on October 18th at St. 
Joseph of the Valley Church. Blessings 
on her as she begins her lifelong 
journey with Christ and His Church. 

LIONS CLUB COMMITTEE for 
November 4.  Chairman- Elizabeth 

Hunt, Mary Wagner, Rita Herken and 
Anne Felzke.  Serving starts at 7 
P.  M.  Please prepare for 17 people. 

THE COFFEE CLUB will meet on Nov. 
4th at the Easton Cafe from 10 A.M. to 
11 A.M. Please join us! 

FALL FEST - November 22nd: Raffle 
tickets are available at the back of 
each church, tickets are $1.00. We are 
asking all families to sell at least 30 
tickets. Thanks to all who donated 
items for the raffle. 1st Prize - $1000, 
2nd Prize - $750, 3rd Prize - $500, 4th 
Prize - $250, and 5th Prize - $100.  

If you would like to donate a theme 
basket for a ticket raffle, please drop 
off the basket the day of the event. If 
you have any questions, please 
contact Sharon Wagner.  

Also, if anyone has extra hamburger 
they’d like to donate for the Fall Fest, 
we need around 30 lbs. Please call 
Virginia Mowery at 913-773-8303. 

NEW YEAR’S BIG CEDAR LODGE 
GETAWAY!  Enjoy a 3-night stay Dec 
30, 2025 – Jan 2, 2026, in a 2-
bedroom lodge at Table Rock Lake. 
Sleeps 8, full kitchen, 2 baths, jet tub, 
fireplace, and more! Tickets: 1 for $10 
or 3 for $25. Buy after weekend 
Masses or contact Deb (913-683-
2530), Sharon (913-683-4495), or 
Jenny (913-680-8239). Drawing: Nov 
22 at Fall Fest. Donated by Mark & 
Amy (Gates) Begley. Questions? Call 
Amy at (913-426-2662). 

PLEASE HELP! October has arrived, 
and soon the weather will be cooler, 
and we will all need a jacket.  Please 
consider cleaning out your closets, and 
donating any outgrown or unneeded 
hoodies, jackets, coats, gloves, hats or 
new socks to the Leavenworth Catholic 
Charities. There will be a tote in the 
back of the church to place these items 
in.  Thank you for your generosity and 
kindness. 

JOIN ARCHBISHOP NAUMANN on a 
4-day pilgrimage to Mexico City from 
February 27 to March 2, 2026. Visit the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, see 
St. Juan Diego’s miraculous tilma, and 
attend Holy Mass at the Basilica. 
Explore Tepeyac Hill and witness the 
transformative work of the Sisters of 
Mary at World Villages for Children in 
Chalco, where they educate and 
support vulnerable children. Limited 
space is available—register by 
January 30, 2026, 
at pilgrimages@worldvillages.org or 
call 301-758-5634. 

BIRTHRIGHT OF LEAVENWORTH IS 
HIRING a part-time director (20–25 

hours/month, flexible). Candidates 
must be pro-life with a heart for serving 
pregnant women and families. Duties 
include supporting volunteers, 
overseeing center operations, and 
maintaining contact with Birthright 
leadership. Birthright has offered free, 
compassionate care in our community 
for nearly 40 years. Learn more 
at birthrightleavenworth.org or 
contact birthrightks@gmail.com or call 
913-991-7660. 

KNIGHTS NEWS: 
        K of C Card Games. 5 Point 
Pitch: $5 to play, $.50 a set Every other 
Saturday at 1pm. Beginning 
November 1. Future Dates: 11/1, 
11/15, 11/29. Questions? Contact 
Leroy Funk 785-806-2442. KofC Hall, 
105 N Norton Avenue. 

JOURNEY OF HOPE RETREAT:   
Friday, November 7th at 5:30pm – 
Sunday, November 9th at 4:30pm 
This retreat invites you to reflect on the 
pilgrimage of life and how hope 
sustains and guides us toward our 
ultimate destination—eternal life with 
God.  Participants will also be eligible 
for a plenary indulgence as part of 
the Jubilee Year 2025 through this 
retreat. Join us as we walk together on 
the pilgrim path, discovering the power 
of hope in our lives. To attend, fill out 
the Individual Retreat Form at 
ChristsPeace.com or call 
913.773.8255. 

ENCOUNTER SCHOOL OF 
HEALING: Friday, November 14: 
6:00p-9:00p | Saturday, November 15: 
8a-10p, Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic 
Church | Shawnee, KS. Information 
and registration at EncounterKC.com 

CHILI SUPPER by Father Butler 
Division of the AOH. Saturday, 
November 15th, Kinsler Hall, St 
Joseph Catholic Church. Free will 
offering, 5:00 – 7:30 pm, several 
varieties of chili, with all the trimmings! 
Please join us! 

ADVENT SILENT RETREAT: DAWN 
OF THE MESSIAH:  Friday, 
December 5th at 5:30pm– Sunday, 
December 7th at 4:30pm.  Join us this 
Advent for a time of silence, reflection, 
and preparation, as we deepen our 
understanding of Christ’s coming and 
embrace the grace of the season. 
Allow the quiet to cultivate a space for 
personal transformation and to draw 
closer to the Christ who is ever near. 
To attend, fill out the Individual Retreat 
Form at ChristsPeace.com or call 
913.773.8255. 

FOOD COLLECTION: Here in our 
parish, we are steadfast in our weekly 
collection of food items to be given to 

https://encounterkc.regfox.com/encounter-kc-school-of-healing


those in need at our local Catholic 
Charities Food Pantry in Leavenworth.  
With the rising price of food our help is 
urgently needed. Ongoing pantry 
needs are peanut butter and jelly, cans 
or plastic containers of fruit juice, 
canned fruits and vegetables, small 
bags of pinto beans, black beans, rice 
or barley, powdered milk, spaghetti 
sauce and tomato sauce. They also 
need oatmeal, cereals, breads, pastas, 
crackers and tortillas, canned meats 
and fish, soups and boxed dinners. If 
you donate pancake mix, please 
consider donating syrup as well. Also 
in need are personal hygiene items. 
You may continue to leave your non-
perishable items in the bin in our 
church vestibules and they will be 
delivered to Catholic Charities. 

VOTIVE CANDLES : Lighting a candle 

for prayer—or to express a personal 

need, like during a candlelight vigil 

after a tragedy—is a primal human 

gesture and a treasured Catholic 

tradition. A small flame has a way of 

representing our hearts and minds 

when words fall short. When we light a 

votive candle, we’re expressing 

something of ourselves—our hope, our 

longing, our gratitude—to God. Even 

after we leave the church, the flame 

keeps burning, silently giving witness 

to our ongoing prayer. 

The candle ’s light reminds us of Christ, 

the Light of the World, who shines in 

every kind of darkness. Its steady glow 

mirrors the spark of faith within us that 

we want to keep alive. Candles near a 

saint’s statue are one way of asking 

those holy friends in heaven to pray for 

and with us. The saints are not distant 

figures, but faithful companions, part of 

the “great cloud of witnesses” in 

heaven. (Hebrews 12:1). 

Whether in joy, sorrow, or special 

need, lighting a candle is a simple 

act—but rich with meaning. It says to 

God, “Let this light express my prayer.” 

Votive lights are available in both of our 

churches. A suggested donation of 50¢ 

for the small ones and $2.50 for the 

larger helps cover their cost. 

CATHOLIC Q&A: 
Q. How can I keep my faith strong in 
a world that seems so divided? 
To keep your faith strong in a divided 
world, embrace the Catholic concept of 
Communion — not just the Holy 
Eucharist but a wider view of unity with 
others. In a polarized culture, be a 
bridge, not a wall. Pray for the Holy 
Spirit ’s gift of long-suffering to endure 
hardship without bitterness. Practice 
patience, forgiveness, and compassion 
as acts of discipleship. 

This can be a challenge when the 
culture seems to thrive on division. 
Early Christians also faced a divided 
world yet lived differently, loving 
enemies, welcoming strangers, and 
breaking bread together. Your witness, 
rooted in prayer and charity, can 
transform hearts today, fostering unity 
amidst division. Stay steadfast in faith, 
trusting God’s grace to guide you. But 
also, avoid the temptation to hate 
anyone, especially people you consider 
to be your political enemies. 

BULLETIN ITEMS: Contact Kim Sachse, 
913-775-0690 Or Email 
Sjslparish@Gmail.com. Mass intentions 
may be scheduled with Kim as well.   MUST 
SUBMIT BY 9 pm TUES FOR INCLUSION.  
PRAYER LIST: If you would like to have a 
name added or removed from our prayer list, 
please contact Kim Sachse. Our Parish Prayer 
Ministers invite you to join them in praying for 
the following:  Karen Andrus, Phil Bell, Vicki 
Bradford, Gretchen Brewster, Steve Bromell, 
Joe Brose, Judy Brose, Dave Brown, Delcie & 
Charles Brunk, Jennifer Brushwood, Carl 
Davidson, Courtney Davis, George Dean, 
Carolyn DeMaranville, Gail DeMaranville-Zule, 
Dorian DeVlaminck, Vince Eimer, Tina Farr, 
Tom Flack, Helen Frazier, Glen Goodland, 
Alan Halstead, Henry Hancock, Robert Hecke, 
Marly Heim, Melanie Herken, Jon Highfill, 
Trista Highfill, Alison Ito, Michael Jones, 
Tyonna Jones, Ed LaBruyere, Phillip Leon, 
Megan List, Kelly Long, Joyce Lowe, Shauna 
Marshall, Juanita McDermont, Mary Meinert, 
Jeni Mettelstedt, Karl Morrison, Charles 
Mullins, Don Navinsky, Leslie Navinsky, Hung 
Nguyen, Lonnie Dean Phillips Jr., Mary Piche, 

Betty Pierron, Danny Roemer, Jesse Salinas, 
Mary Beth Schrader, Pat Schwinn, Mary 
Shelley, Tanner Siebenmorgen, Dawn Staver, 
Chrissy Stewart, Matt Stewart, Hugh Talley, 
David Uhlrich, Vickie Welch, Pat Wilson, and 
David Zule. 

PRAYER LIST FOR OUR SOLDIERS: ARMY: 
PFC Tristen Baker, CPT Daniel Broaddus, Pvt. 
David Crook, SGT Colby Seifert, William 
Stradley. AIRFORCE: E-4 Robert W. Herken, 
TSGT A Scott Loecher, A1C Noah Tattershall. 
NAVY:  Dennis Budasz Jr., Sterling Curry, 
YNSC (SS) Kevin Lansing. MARINE CORPS: 
Drake Budasz, Wyatt DeMaranville. 

 

MASSES THIS WEEK: 

Sat, Oct. 25, 5:00 pm, SJV 

  Catherine Court  

Sun, Oct. 26, 9:00 am, SJV 

  For the People of the Parish 

Tues, Oct. 28, 6:00 pm, SJV 

   For the Intention of the Celebrant 

Thurs, Oct 30, 6:00 pm, SJV 

  For the Intention of the Celebrant 

Sat, Nov. 1, 5:00 pm, SJV 

   For the People of the Parish 

Sun, Nov. 2, 9:00 am, SJV 

  For the People of the Parish 
. 

 Reader: Extraordinary 

Minister of 

Holy 

Communion: 

10/25/25 Aaron Welch Diane Pohl 

10/26/25 Confirmation 

Class 

Sharon Wagner 

11/1/25 Vince Eimer Vince Eimer 

11/2/25 John Donovan Sue Griffee 

OUR SUNDAY FUNNY: 

 
 

 



 


